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◼ The Institute for Public Good at Davidson College focuses on five program areas –

Civic Engagement, Deliberation & Free Expression, Public Policy & Research, Arts 

in Public Life, and Ethics, Honor, & Leadership – and is designed to equip students 

to address society’s challenges and emerge as ethical public leaders



VIDEO



THE DCI’S PURPOSE AND GOALS

The purpose of the Deliberative Citizenship Initiative is to create opportunities for 

Davidson students, faculty, staff, and members of the wider community to productively 

engage with one another on difficult and contentious issues facing our community and 

society.

The goals of the initiative are to:

1. Teach deliberative skills

2. Reinforce humane instincts

3. Build meaningful community

4. Catalyze creative solutions

5. Improve deliberative practices through rigorous research
deliberativecitizenship.org
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DCI Deliberative Forums





250th Anniversary American Values Deliberative Forum Series

DEONDRA ROSE
• Professor in the 

Sanford School 
of Public Policy

• Professor of 
Political Science

• Professor of 
History

Duke University

KEVIN MARINELLI
• Teaching Associate 

Professor of 
Communication  

• Senior Fellow of 
Rhetorical Studies 
in the Program for 
Public Discourse

University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill







Getting Involved: Three Main Options 

Expert Roundtable 
Watch Party

The Single Main 
Event Model

The Multiple Small 
Conversation Model

The Classroom 
Model



Watch Party Concept



Getting Involved: Ten Main Variables
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The DCI Model

Design Variable DCI Model

Facilitation Yes, Trained Student Facilitators

Expected # of People 150

Deliberation Guide Yes, Full Version

Length of Time 2 Hours

Audience Students, Faculty, Staff, Community Members, Alumni

Format (and Food) Small Groups, Online and In-Person (No Food)

Expected Outcomes Increased Understanding, Conversation Reports

Conversation Agreements Yes

Follow-Up Pathways Guide, Invitation to Future Events

Iteration Yes, but Optional





Facilitation



DCI Fellows



Deliberation Facilitator Training



Format

◼ Online or In-Person

◼ Food or No Food

◼ Size and Types of Tables

◼ Size of Small Group Discussions



Deliberative “D” Teams



Deliberative “D” Teams



The Large Event Option: DCI Kickoff Parties 



The Food Option: Honor Code Campus Conversation



Audience

EventFaith 
Communities

Civic 
Organizations

Libraries
K-12 

Institutions

Colleges and 
Universities

Local 
Governments



Audience

EventFaculty

Staff

Students

Community 
Members

Alumni



Length of Time

◼ The Full Experience: 2 Hours

◼ The Deeper Experience: 1.5 Hours

◼ The Entry-Level Experience: 1 Hour



Deliberation Guide



Conversation Agreements



Organizing and Hosting Tips

◼ Identify people to be involved

◼ Identify audiences to invite

◼ Map out a timeline

◼ Find spaces and times

◼ Get the word out about the Roundtables and the Community 

Conversations via emails, flyers, networks, and word-of-mouth



Week of Oct. 6

Week of Nov. 3

Week of Feb. 16

Week of Mar. 30

Expert Roundtables Community Conversations

Timeline



Student Involvement



The Deliberation

Organization Wheel

Deliberation

Goals

Topic

Framing

Context & 
ExpertiseEngagement

Action

People

The Deliberation Organization Wheel



Thank you!

Questions are Welcome
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